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Successes & Resources 

 Pastor Protection Act

 Save Chick-Fil-A Law

 Defunding Planned Parenthood

 “Merry Christmas” Law

 Sonogram Law

 Choose-Life License Plate



View From  Texas Values Office



Government Belongs To Those Who 

Show Up



Legislative Process: How It Works

Dade Phelan Dan Patrick



Covid-19 Protocols

• Main Capitol Building open, testing 

provided for free.
• Public enters via North entrance

• Mask required at all times

House
• Face masks required at all times

• Individual members’ offices set 

guidelines at their discretion.

Senate
• Negative Covid-19 tests required 

to enter a committee hearing or 

gallery
• Gallery seating limited





Plan Your Time

 Arrive early if possible.  

 Set expectations

 Pay attention to the timing of floor debates

 Staying until the end of a committee can be very fruitful

 Be willing to sit in an office to wait for a legislator to 

return



Committee Hearings

Signing up to testify

 House: Sign up at the electronic kiosks in the Extension

 Senate: Depends on the committee.  Some use 

electronic kiosks, others use witness cards at the back of 

the committee room.

Providing verbal testimony

 You should try to arrive at the 

Capitol at least 45-1hr. before 

your committee hearing is set to 

start.



Electronic Kiosks



Structuring Your Testimony

“Mr./Ms. Chair and members of the committee, 
my name is ____, I’m from ____, Texas and I’m 
testifying in favor of Senate/House Bill ___.”

[Insert comments]

[In conclusion, “I’d respectfully ask that you vote 
for/against SB/HB ___.  Thank you]



capitol.texas.gov



Do Your Research, Know Your Issue

 Have timely, up-to-date research on your issue. 

 Know who on the committee already supports your bill

 Watch for “softballs”

 Know who is hostile to your bill.

 Bring others with you, especially those with a personal 

stake in the outcome 

www.txvalues.org



Babies and Children

 Bring your kids

 Spend the day, before or after your testimony, visiting 

offices

 Target the fence-sitters

 Children receive a lot of attention



Respect the Staff & Follow Up

 Staffers are the eyes/ears for the 

Legislators

 Set up meetings with legislators 

beforehand

 Try to meet the legislators, but 

always be willing to meet with a 

staffer

 Follow up after your meeting with 

promised information.



Questions?
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