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Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity Classifications:

UNNECESSARY FOR ECONOMIC GROWTH

Proponents of adding sexual orientation and gender identity (SOGI) to state nondiscrimination laws claim
they are good for business, but the facts say otherwise. Numerous studies suggest that states without these
classifications actually have greater economic growth, while many states that have added these classifications
to their laws have weaker economies and lower job growth. While this does not mean that states with
these types of laws always experience low economic growth, it does indicate that these classifications aren't
essential to economic growth. Notably, the majority of states and the federal government do not include sexual
orientation and gender identity in employment, housing, or public accommodation nondiscrimination laws.’
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Currently, 28 states and the federal government do not include sexual orientation or gender
identity in their employment nondiscrimination laws, while 29 states and the federal government
do not include these classifications in their public accommodation nondiscrimination laws.
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Utah added sexual orientation and gender identity to portions of its nondiscrimination laws in
2015. However, public accommodations are exempted from Utah’s nondiscrimination laws.
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